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June 2011 Issue MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 
Fellow members, 

We had successfully completed the 10th Annual Scientific Meeting with the theme: Transplantation Pathology Updates from 18th to 19th 

June 2011 in the beautiful Langkawi Island.  This meeting was jointly organised with the Ministry of Health, Malaysia. Members took 

their precious time off to participate in this meeting and also attend the Annual General Meeting which saw many more pathologists 

accepted into the College of Pathologists of Malaysia as members. There are over 300 pathologists in Malaysia and we still have not 

reached the 70% target. We appeal to all fellow members to persuade their colleagues to join the College, so that we can speak with 

one voice on matters concerning pathologists. 

In December 1975, the first kidney transplant was performed by Mr Hussein Awang. I was then doing my housemanship in Hospital 

Besar Kuala Lumpur, going through alternate night calls in a busy surgery rotation. At that time, in the same hospital, Dr Looi Lai 

Meng, was also doing her fair share of duties as a house officer. Surgery was never my strong area. At that time, I was wondering how 

one can achieve a similar feat without being a surgeon! 

After a stint in the United Kingdom doing my specialty training in Haematology and coming home in September 1980,  I was very 

enthusiastic  to introduce bone marrow transplantation in Malaysia. Dr Raja Khuzaiah Raja Abdul Razak, a fellow  colleague in the 

Department of Paediatrics, harboured the same wish for the unfortunate kids who required this treatment. In 1983, we worked with 

Dr Khalid Hassan, then the Head of the Division of Haematology and a pioneer in clinical research in haematology in the Institute 

for Medical Research, for such an undertaking. In fact, we had raised the money (thanked to BAKTI), bought the necessary       

equipment, trained up the key personnel, and obtained the support of the Director of Hospital Besar Kuala Lumpur to use the ward 

in the Institute of Oncology & Radiotherapy for the purpose. However, the effort was all in vain as the final approval was not given. 

It was not until 1987 when Prof HP Lin of the University of Malaya Medical Centre with high-up consent  performed the first bone 

marrow transplant in Malaysia with the help of a laboratory team headed by Dr Menaka. Later,  Dr Raja Khuzaiah was able to carry 

out the first bone marrow transplant in Hospital Kuala Lumpur in 1994. I had to delay the intention until UKM had its own teaching 

hospital in 1997 and performed the first peripheral blood stem cell transplant in Hospital UKM in September 1999.  This was done 

with the support from the then Dean and Director of Hospital UKM, Professor Dato’ Khalid Abdul Kadir in collaboration with the 

National Cancer Council of Malaysia (MAKNA). Without the close support from the Diagnostic Laboratories which include the 

Haematology Laboratories, the Stem Cell Transplant Laboratory, the Blood Bank, the Chemical Pathology Laboratories, the Medical 

Microbiology Laboratories, and the Anatomical Pathology Laboratories, that feat could not be possible! 

Pathology is the foundation of medicine. Many of the clinical services today rely on the pathology laboratories to deliver their quality 

services. Even one day, when point-of-care devices become ubiquitous, I suspect, that pathologists would remain as the guardian of 

these gadgets, as these are built on the sciences of pathology.  Pathologists must therefore continue to be ready to rise up to the    

challenge of emerging fields of clinical practice. One impending example is the field of regenerative medicine. We have been in the 

forefront of molecular medicine decades ago;  we should be ready for the coming age of cellular and gene therapy.  Innovation and 

willingness to explore new areas of laboratory investigations will be our keys to stay relevant in the fast moving world of healthcare 

provision.  

Three and half decades after the first kidney transplant in Malaysia, pathologists gathered together to reflect on the achievements we 

have made to support the transplant programmes in Malaysia. Are we ready for the next age of transplantation? In 2008,              

transplantation of tissue-engineered trachea with the patient’s own stem cells was first performed in a female patient in Spain. This 

was followed by a similar event in a boy in the United Kingdom in 2010. We have also seen the successful transplantation of         

mesenchymal stem cells for intractable heart failure, taking the recipients out of the waiting list for heart transplant, and this is       

happening in Malaysia right now! Obviously, the roles we play would be quite different from what we are used to. If we do not quick-

ly move with the advances in these fields, other scientific professionals will take over these roles.  

There is time for reflection. We must also act whilst it is not too late. 

Best wishes, 

Emeritus Professor Dr Cheong Soon Keng                                                                                       

President, CPathAMM, 30th June 2011. 
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The American Society of Clinical Pathology 

(ASCP) is organising the World Association of 

Pathology and Laboratory Medicine 

(WASPaLM) XXVI in conjunction with their 

2011 Annual Meeting. The meeting will be 

held in Las Vegas, USA from 19th - 22nd       

October 2011. 

The theme of this meeting is “A Global View  

of Pathology and Laboratory Medicine”. The 

meeting will have more than 100 educational 

sessions spanning 17 topic areas across      

pathology and laboratory medicine. In        

addition, attendees will also be able to      

participate in the grand opening keynote   

session, joint opening reception with         

WASPaLM, keynote presentations and daily 

plenary lectures. ASCP will also be hosting 

their Career Fair and Science Connection    

Central.   

President Bill Clinton, the founder of the      

William J. Clinton Foundation and 42nd      

President of the United States, will be the   

keynote speaker for the ASCP Annual Meeting.  

He will be addressing conference delegates 

with the keynote lecture entitled “Embracing 

Our Common Humanity” focusing on global 

health issues. 

 

 

For poster competition, scientific abstracts as 

well as lab practice abstracts will be accepted 

in various categories such as: 

• Anatomic Pathology  

• Clinical Pathology  

• Cross Disciplinary 

Among competition categories up for grab 

include “Best Poster by a Resident”, “Best Post-

er Submitted from Outside the United States”, 

“Best Lab Practice Poster” and “Peoples’ 

Choice Best Poster, which will be   determined 

by attendee votes. 

CPath members are encouraged to attend this 

meeting. Lower Special Early Registration Rate 

will be given to online registration by 30th 

June 2011. For further information on: 

• Registration fee 

   http://www.ascp.org/2011annualmeeting/   
register.html 

• Abstract submission 

   http://www.ascponline.org/ascp-online/ 

• Hotel accomodation 

   http://www.ascp.org/2011annualmeeting/  
destination-guide.html 
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In The Spotlight: Distinguished Professor Dr Looi Lai Meng 

Path Talk is pleased to announce the appointment of Professor Dr Looi Lai Meng as Distinguished 
Professor (Sciences) by the Ministry of Higher Education (MOHE) Malaysia on 15 Dec 2010. Prof. 
Looi was selected from a total of 20 nominations from public universities. 
 
 

The inaugural appointment of Distinguished Professors by MOHE served to recognise the          
excellence of its recipients in the spheres of academic analyses and public advocacy. The         
recipients were also selected based on their academic contributions nationally, regionally and 
internationally. Apart from Prof. Looi, Tan Sri Prof. Mohd. Kamal Hassan (Humanities) and Prof. 
Datuk Shamsul Amri Baharuddin (Social Sciences) were also appointed as Distinguished Professors 
in their respective fields. 

As Distinguished Professor, Prof. Looi is eligible to receive a monthly allowance of RM 10,000 and a research grant of 
RM 300,000. In addition, Prof. Looi will also be able to enjoy a salary equivalent to the TURUS-level  scale of public 
civil service.  
 

Path Talk, on behalf of the College, congratulates Prof. Looi on her outstanding achievement. 

Prof. Looi (centre) with Prof. Shamsul (left) and Prof. 

Mohd. Kamal (right) (Source: The Stars, 16/12/10 ) 

Prof Looi received her medical and pathology         

training in Singapore University and University 

Malaya respectively. She is currently the Distinguished 

Professor in the Department of Pathology, Faculty of Med‐

icine, University Malaya.  

In 2010, Prof. Looi was elected as the new Inter Academy   

Medical Panel (IAMP) co‐chair representing the lower and  

middle income countries for the period of 2010 –2013. Oth‐

er positions held by her include: Council Member, Acade‐

my of Medicine Malaysia (AMM); Fellow, College of 

Pathologists AMM; Senior Fellow, Academy of Sciences 

Malaysia (ASM) and also the Editor‐in‐Chief , Malaysian 

Journal of Pathology. 

Her areas of expertise include Pathology (Histopathology),         

Oncology, Nephrology, Scientific Writing (Publication 

ethics), Bioethics (Medical ethics) and Continuous      

Quality Improvement (Laboratory Accreditation).  

Prof. Looi has authored and co‐authored more than 100                

publications in peer reviewed journal. She has also         

supervised   numerous doctorate and masters theses.  

During the course of her illustrious career, Prof. Looi has 

won many awards. Among her most notable awards:     

National Science Award (1999), Johan Setia Mahkota (JSM) 

(2000), ASEAN Outstanding Scientist and Technologist 

Award (2001), Senior Fellow (Academician) Academy of 

Sciences Malaysia (2005), Distinguished Fellow Award of 

the Royal College of  Pathologists of Australasia and     

Distinguished Professor (2010). 

Prof. Looi received the Panglima Jasa Negara, which car‐

ries the title Datuk, from the Yang Dipertuan Agong of 

Malaysia recently. 

Prof. Looi — In her Own Words 

I feel I am very fortunate. When I look back on 

my career, I find that I have enjoyed every aspect 

of it, even though there were many stressful    

moments. Life has shown many different faces to 

me: there is so much to do as well as to enjoy, 

there is not a boring moment.  I still wake each 

day knowing that there will be challenges, lots to 

do, lots of friends to do them with, and              

satisfaction at the end of the day.  Is there a key 

to success? I can think of three simple              

philosophies: (1) You can only be successful if you 

enjoy what you do, otherwise work is a struggle, 

(2) Self-esteem is important. Have pride in what 

you do. Challenge yourself: ask yourself whether 

you can do something just a bit better.  If you do 

not think much of your own worth, then others 

won’t think much of you either. (3) Don’t be     

desperate for rewards. Recognition and rewards 

will come when you are satisfied with your own 

life.      

                  LM Looi 
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N e ws  &  E v e n t s  

 

MJPath Scopus Ranking 

The Malaysian Journal of Pathology (MJPath) is the top journal 

in Malaysia based on Scopus  ranking for the year 2009. 

 

Hospital Raja Permaisuri Bainun Accreditation 

Hospital Raja Permaisuri Bainun was recently granted             

accreditation of laboratory for pathology training by the  Roy-

al College of Pathologists of Australasia (RCPA).            Ac-

creditation was granted in the Anatomical Pathology         disci-

pline for two years. 

 

Hospital Universiti Sains Malaysia (HUSM)                 

Accreditation 

HUSM was also granted accreditation by the Royal College of 

Pathologist of Australasia (RCPA) for training candidates in the 

Haematology Pathology Discipline. 

Meetings & Seminars  

DATE EVENT VENUE 

30 - 31 May 2011 Scientific Partnership for HER-2 Testing Excellence UKMMC 

11 - 12 June 2011 Endocrine Pathology Seminar Update 2011 Hospital Putrajaya 

 

Seminar on Pathologist’s Fee Schedule 

This seminar, held on 29th May 2011, was joint-

ly organised by the College and Faculty of 

Medicine & Health Sciences, UTAR.  

This seminar aimed to share experience and 

find resolution for a  common pathologist fee 

schedule in addition to promoting awareness 

among young pathologists regarding the     

private HealthCare Facilities and Services Act 

fee schedule.  

Prof. Dr Looi Lai Meng, Dr Patricia Por King Yin 

and Dr Leslie Charles Lai Chin Loy were invited 

as speakers to share their vast experience.   

The College thanked Dr Lee Bang Rom and Dr 

Norizal Mohd. Noor for organising this seminar. 

The college extends a warm welcome to the following new admission: 

1. Assoc. Prof. Dr Roseline bt Hassan (Fellow)  11.     Dr Noorafidah Md Zin  

2. Dr Amir Muhriz Abdul Latif        12.     Dr Noriah Binti Othman  

3. Dr Azlina Abd Rahman        13.     Dr Norra Harun  

4. Dr Fadhli Mustaffa         14.     Dr Rusmawati Ismail               

5. Dr Herni Talib         15.     Dr Sharifah Emilia Tun Sharif              

6. Dr Huzlinda Hussin         16.     Dr Siew Sheue Feng                         

7. Dr Mohammad Zulkarnaen Ahmad Narihan      17.     Dr Wan Haslindawani Wan Mahmood 

8. Datin Dr Nik Raihan Nik Mustapha          18.     Dr Zainal Abidin Rahim Ibrahim  

9. Dr Nik Rus Mazeni Nik Yusof             19.     Dr Zanariah Alias  

10. Dr Noor Afidah Mohamed Shabery                      
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RCPA Supervisor Workshop, 1st August 2011 

Dr Wendy Pryor and Dr Kathy Robinson from the RCPA Education team will be in Kuala Lumpur to conduct a   

workshop with all interested Pathologists, RCPA Fellows, Supervisors, Trainees and Prospective Trainees in order to 

disseminate information about the current RCPA curricular and examination changes and enable discussion about 

the potential effects of these changes on Supervisors and Trainees. Interested members are warmly invited to    

attend this workshop. Details are as listed below: 

   Date:  1st August 2011, Monday 

   Time:  2 - 4 pm 

   Venue: Seminar Room, Research Laboratory 

    Faculty of Medicine & Health Sciences, 

    Universiti Tunku Abdul Rahman, 

    Bandar Sg. Long, Kajang, Selangor. 
 

This workshop will cover:  

• Background to the curricular & assessment changes across all Pathology  disciplines 

• General principles underpinning the RCPA curricula changes 

• Changes to assessments in all disciplines 

• Responsibilities of Trainees 

• Portfolio requirements 

• Workplace based assessments 

• Providing effective feedback 

• The supervisor’s report 

U p c o m i n g  E v e n t s  

RSVP before 27th July 2011. 

The International Congress of Legal Medicine 2011  

This meeting, organised by the Attorney General’s Chamber of Malaysia, will be held from 22nd - 24th August 

2011 in Putrajaya, Malaysia. The theme for this meeting is Child Abuse & Neglect and will cover a wide range of 

topics from history and current scenario of child abuse and neglect in Malaysia, child labour, baby dumping and 

holistic management of child abuse and neglect. 

Prof. Dr Roger W. Byard, Marks Professor of Pathology at the University of Adelaide and Senior Specialist Forensic 

Pathologist, Forensic Science SA, has been invited to speak at this meeting. Prof. Byard will discuss the role of     

Forensic Pathology in identifying child abuse and neglect cases and dating of injuries in abused and neglected 

child. Prof. Byard will also discuss the medico-legal autopsy / post mortem in suspected child abuse and neglect 

case.  

Other prominent speakers invited to this meeting include Prof. Datuk Dr Haji Mohd Sham Kasim and Prof. Dr 

Shahrom Abdul Wahid. 

For more information, log on to www.agc.gov.my/ or email to the following: iclm2011@agc.gov.my or 

iclm80@gmail.com.   
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The Department of Diagnostic Laboratory Services (JPMD), Pusat Perubatan UKM (PPUKM) received the MS 

ISO 15189:2007 – “Medical Laboratories - Particular Requirements for Quality and Competence”             

accreditation certificate from the Department of Standards Malaysia (STANDARDS MALAYSIA) on 28    Jan-

uary 2011. With this award, the laboratory is now of equal standing internationally and they also have com-

petence in the medical testing activities carried out. The award was presented by the Director of         Ac-

creditation, STANDARDS MALAYSIA, Mr. Shaharul Sadri bin Alwi during a certificate presentation       cere-

mony at the Auditorium, PPUKM, Bandar Tun Razak, Kuala Lumpur. 

Department of  Standards Malaysia Press Release: Department of  Diagnostic 

Laboratory Services (JPMD), PPUKM awarded Standards Malaysian’s Accreditation 

It is an invaluable recognition for JPMD to be awarded the MS ISO 

15189:2007 accreditation under the Laboratory Accreditation 

Scheme of  Malaysia (SAMM). During the accreditation process the 

laboratory has successfully demonstrated its technical competency 

in clinical and pathological specimens testing and operation of a 

laboratory quality management system.  

The Department of Diagnostic Laboratory Services (JPMD) in 

PPUKM and caters for laboratory diagnostic services for PPUKM, 

UKMSC and referral laboratory for Ministry of Health Malaysia 

and Private laboratories/hospitals. JPMD is committed to provide 

highest quality of diagnostic laboratory services that meets the   

expectation and requirement of its clients. 

The roles of JPMD: 

•To provide an efficient, reliable and cost-effective service 

•To provide a client friendly services and meets the client          

requirements 

•To strengthen and expand services in specialist area 

•To support in the area of medical research 

•To ensure each and every employee participate in the       

scheduled training program to make sure they are well     

trained and competent in carrying out their duties. 

•To ensure all the facilities, equipments and infrastructures      

are well maintained based on the specified schedule. 

•To ensure freedom and safety environment is well kept by   

each party 

The scopes of test offered include Anatomic Pathology, Cytology,              

Hematology, Chemical Pathology, Medical Microbiology and Med-

ical Virology. The accredited scopes of testing under the MS ISO 

15189 is available in STANDARDS MALAYSIA’s website at 

www.standardsmalaysia.gov.my. 

Mr. Shaharul Sadri Alwi, Director of 

Accreditation STANDARDS MALAYSIA, 

presented Accreditation Certificate MS ISO 

15189:2007 to Y. Bhg. Prof. Dato’ Dr   

Lokman Saim, Dean of the Faculty of   Med-

ical and Director of PPUKM 

Group Photo of VIP during a certificate 

presentation ceremony, 28 January 2011, 

PPUKM Kuala Lumpur 
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